
Chief James Baker, Rutland Police Department addresses   

The Vermont Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association at the 

Annual Conference held November 1, 2012. The topic of discussion 

was traffic safety issues on substance abuse and driving. 

Chief Baker addressed his concerns within Rutland and presented 

the following data for Vermont: 

 

Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol 

 Overall, 7% of students reported driving after drinking in the  

past 30 days. 

 Males were significantly more likely than females to drive after  

drinking, as were students in 11th and 12th grades compared to  

those in 9th or 10th grade. 

 Drinking and driving has decreased significantly since 1995, but remains unchanged since 2003. 

Driving Under the Influence of Marijuana 

 Of all students, 13% reported driving after smoking marijuana in the past 30 days. 

 Males were significantly more likely than females to drive under the influence of marijuana, as 

were students in 11th and 12th grades compared to those in 9th or 10th grades. 

 Driving after marijuana use remains unchanged since 2001. 

For more information on the Youth Risk Assessment go to: 

www.healthvermont.gov/research/yrbs/2011/documents/2011_YRBS_statewide_report_with_cover.

pdf ■ 
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Governor’s Highway Safety Program Attitude Survey 
Prepared by The Center for Research & Public Policy 
 

 The Governor’s Highway Safety Program is pleased to present the results of a 2012 

Attitude Survey on behalf of Vermont Department of Public Safety. The survey was 

conducted among licensed drivers throughout the State of Vermont. The 2012 survey 

replicated a survey conducted in 2010 and 2011. 

The survey was designed to provide resident input on law enforcement, personal 

driving behavior and awareness of Highway Safety Program messages. 

The research study included a comprehensive telephone survey with interviews 

conducted among residents of the State of Vermont by phone.  For tracking purposes, 

the Department of Public Safety and CRPP utilized the 2010 and 2011 survey with just 

one minor change noted within this report.  

In 2010, the Vermont Department of Health added five questions within the statewide 

survey instrument.  These five questions are in bold print within the survey instrument. 

This report summarizes information collected from telephone surveys conducted August 

22-31, 2012. 

The survey instrument employed  

in the Governor’s Highway Safety  

Program survey included the  

following areas for investigation: 

 Perceptions of the likelihood of  

an arrest after drinking and  

driving; 

 Perceptions of the likelihood of 

a ticket after speeding or not  

wearing a safety belt;                                                  
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To submit photos and articles please email: 

Betsy.Ross@state.vt.us 

 

 

103 S. Main Street, Waterbury, VT 05671-2010 
802.241-5511   802-241-5551 fax 

ghsp.vermont.gov 

Fatalities to Date 

 
 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Average 

Jan 5 2 9 2 12 6 

Feb 8 1 1 4   6 4.6 

March 3 3 4 3   3 3.3 

April 8 5 4 4   3 5.1 

May 7 9 8 3   10 7.1 

June 12 11 6 5    6 8 

July 7 4 3 4   8 5.2 

Aug 3 11 6 8   8 7 

Sept 7 5 8 4   8 6.8 

Oct 7 3 6 8   4 4.8 

Nov 2 7 8 5  5 

Dec 4 12 8 3  6.4 

Total 73 73 71 54 68  

 

 
Rutland City Police Chief, James 
Baker addresses the Vermont 
Driver and Traffic Safety 
Education Association in 
Rutland. 

 
In war, there are no unwounded 

soldiers--José Narosky 

Celebrate Veterans Day 

http://www.healthvermont.gov/research/yrbs/2011/documents/2011_YRBS_statewide_report_with_cover.pdf
http://www.healthvermont.gov/research/yrbs/2011/documents/2011_YRBS_statewide_report_with_cover.pdf
mailto:Betsy.Ross@state.vt.us


 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

EYE ON IT 
Current Safety 
Trends 
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ing such information.  The criteria can be found on the 

back side of Overlay 2 of the paper Uniform Crash 

Report Form (UCRF).  Data fields specific to Large  

Truck/Bus can be entered on Overlay 2 as well as page 3 

of the UCRF.  (If using Web Crash, you will auto-

matically be prompted to the fields required.)  This 

information is important to DMV CVE folks because they 

are required to submit this information to the Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Administration.  Failure to report  

this information to FMCSA may result in of loss federal 

funds to the State. 

The manual for completing the UCRF can be found at:  

http://www.vermontcrashmanualonline.com/ 

Three teams were active on St. Patrick’s Day, and 

made a total of 245 car stops, contacting 351 

people about the dangers of impaired driving.  

Officers issued four safety belt tickets, seven more 

were issued for operating suspended, and 18 for 

speed, along with 34 tickets issued for other 

infractions. 

 

The teams made five arrests for DUI, with Lt. 

Geno’s team again leading the way with three of 

those five arrests.  The teams also gave 17 PBTs, 

encountered 15 designated drivers, and made three 

non-DUI arrests for criminal DLS. 

 

On Saturday, September 22, 2012 the Child Passenger Seat Check Saturday was 

held in Rutland with 11 Safety Seat Technicians inspecting seventy-five car seats 

and replacing fourteen car seats. 

Below are photos of one of the car seat inspections. The child in the picture did 

receive a new seat as he had outgrown the one in the photo.  ■ 
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Just When You Think You  Have  Seen It All 
Submitted by Kevin Gino, Patrol Division Commander, Rutland City Police Department 
 
 

Should Older Drivers Quit? 

By Laran Neergaard, AP Medical Writer - September 26, 2012 
 

WASHINGTON—Families may have to watch for dings in the car and plead with an older driver to give up the 

keys – but there’s new evidence that doctors could have more of an influence on one of the most wrenching 

decisions facing a rapidly aging population. 

A large study from Canada found that when doctors warn patients, and tell driving authorities, that the older 

folks may be medically unfit to be on the road, there is a drop in serious crash injuries among those drivers. 

The study, in Thursday’s New England Journal of Medicine, couldn’t tell if the improvement was because 

those patients drove less, or drove more carefully once the doctors pointed out the risk. 

But as the number of older drivers surges, it raises the question of how families and doctors could be working 

together to determine if and when age-related health problems— from arthritis to frailty to Alzheimer’s 

disease —are bad enough to impair driving. Often, families are making that tough choice between safety and 

independence on their own. 

Unlike in most of the U.S., doctors in much of Canada are supposed to report to licensing authorities patients 

with certain health conditions that may impair driving. Ontario in 2006 began paying doctors a small fee to 

further encourage that step – and researchers used the payments to track 100,075 patients who received 

those warnings between April of that year and December 2009 (out of the province’s more than 9 million 

licensed d rivers). 

His study highlighted one reason physicians don’t like to get involved: About 1 in 5 of the patients who were 

warned changed doctors. There also was an uptick in reports of depression. 

Doctors aren’t trained to evaluate driving ability, and the study couldn’t tell if some drivers were targeted 

needlessly, noted Dr. Matthew Rizzo of the University of Iowa. Yet he called the research valuable. 

Today, the American Medical Association recommends that doctors administer a few simple tests in advising 

older drivers. Among them: 

—Walk ten feet down the hallway, turn around and come back. Taking longer than 9 seconds is linked to 

driving problems. 

—On a page with the letters A to L and the numbers 1 to 13 randomly arranged, see how quickly and 

accurately you draw a line from 1 to A, then to 2, then to B and so on. This so-called trail-making test 

measures memory, spatial processing and other brain skills, and doing poorly has been linked to at-fault 

crashes. 

—Check if people can turn their necks far enough to change lanes, and have the strength to slam on brakes. 

Dr. Gary Kennedy, geriatric psychiatry chief at New York's Montefiore Medical Center, often adds another 

question: Are his patients allowed to drive their grandchildren. 

"If the answer to that is no, that's telling me the people who know the patient best have made a decision 

that they're not safe," said Kennedy, who offers "to be the bad cop" for families or primary care physicians 

having trouble delivering the news. 

There are no statistics on how often doctors do these kinds of assessment. 

For more on the report: http://www.driving.ca/Should+older+drivers+quit/7308402/story.html  ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

VT Sheriff Educates Youth on Seat  Belt Safety 
 

Sheriff Trevor Colby of Essex County Sheriff’s Department speaks to children in Canaan Schools 

followed by a demonstration with the rollover  simulator, which demonstrates the high chance of 

ejection for non-belted occupants. Following the demonstration, the children were given a traffic 

safety quiz. ■ 

 

 

  

 

http://www.vermontcrashmanualonline.com/
http://www.driving.ca/Should+older+drivers+quit/7308402/story.html
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Labor Day DUI Campaign Results   
Submitted by Tom Fields, Law Enforcement Liaison GHSP 
  

MUNICIPALS 
# of DUI  

Checkpoints 

# of 
Sat. 

 Patrols 
# of 

Contacts 

Total #  
of DUI 
Arrests 

Total # 
of all 

Arrests 

Total # S/B 
and CPS 
Tickets 

Total # 
Other 

Tickets MUNICIPALS 
# of DUI  

Checkpoints 

# of 
Sat. 

 Patrols 
# of 

Contacts 

Total #  
of DUI 
Arrests 

Total # 
of all 

Arrests 

Total # 
S/B and 

CPS 
Tickets 

Total # 
Other 

Tickets 

Bennington PD 2 42 1497 3 6 1 48 Williston PD 0 23 347 0 7 1 40 

Berlin PD 2 5 323 1 0 2 20 Wilmington PD 1 14 116 0 0 0 35 

Brandon PD 1 3 182 0 0 0 3 Winhall PD 2 18 299 1 0 0 12 

Brattleboro PD 1 22 303 3 0 1 47 Winooski PD 1 33 269 1 7 3 26 

Brighton/Canaan PD 1 10 123 3 0 2 10 Mendon Constable 1 14 208 0 01 88  

Bristol PD 0 11 20 1 4 0 7 Poultney Constable 4 7 708 2 1 0  

Castleton PD 1 5 447 2 1 0 20 Rochester Constable 1 2 314 0 0 0 16 

Essex PD 1 6 132 1 0 1 9 TOTALS 50 665 11550 58 56 42 1011 

Fair Haven PD 3 11 359 4 2 0 14         

Hinesburg PD 1 7 176 0 1 0 1 SHERIFFS'         

Ludlow PD 0 4 96 1 1 1 12 Addison 1 11 271 0 2 1 23 

Manchester PD 3 14 605 0 0 0 89 Bennington 1 7 491 2 3 0 3 

Middlebury PD 3 6 247 4 1 0 6 Caledonia 1 4 71 0 1 0 7 

Milton PD 1 13 72 1 4 0 14 Chittenden 1 23 232 2 0 7 57 

Morristown PD 1 6 267 0 1 1 10 Essex 1 3 273 0 0 0 1 

Northfield PD 0 13 278 4 0 2 19 Franklin 1 6 1009 2 14 6 73 

Norwich PD 1 14 162 0 0 0 17 Grand Isle 1 28 419 3 3 0 29 

Pittsford PD 2 5 471 0 0 0 5 Orange 2 18 2169 4 1 2 76 

Randolph PD 1 24 198 0 1 1 7 Rutland 9 17 599 3 0 0 16 

Richmond PD 2 15 205 3 0 1 14 Washington 1 7 520 0 3 0 11 

Royalton PD 2 6 489 2 0 3 11 Windham 4 9 483 0 0 0 34 

Rutland PD 2 45 354 1 1 6 51 Windsor 1 7 88 0 0 1 8 

Shelburne PD 1 7 167 5 1 1 20 TOTALS 24 140 6625 16 27 17 338 

S. Burlington PD 1 18 132 5 3 7 45         

Springfield PD 2 26 277 2 2 0 75 VSP        

St. Albans PD 0 2 133 2 2 3 77 Bradford 1 2 693 7 9 3 91 

St. Johnsbury PD 2 29 378 3 2 1 18 Brattleboro 2 10 968 2 6 7 108 

Stowe PD 1 8 615 2 2 0 11 Castleton 3 40 784 1 2 0 13 

Swanton PD 0 11 164 1 4 0 17 Derby 1 29 466 0 17 2 84 

Vergennes PD 1 8 86 0 2 3 31 Lamoille 1 2 501 1 8 1 78 

Vernon PD 1 158 331 0 0 0 66 Middlesex 1 14 423 4 2 6 79 

DUI >>4 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NHTSA Reports (cont. from pg. 3)  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
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DUI Results << 3 
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VSP 
# of DUI  

Checkpoints 

# of 
Sat. 

 Patrols 
# of 

Contacts 

Total #  
of DUI 
Arrests 

Total # 
of all 

Arrests 

Total # S/B 
and CPS 
Tickets 

Total # 
Other 

Tickets 

New Haven 1 69 555 6 20 1 120 

Rockingham 2 26 664 2 8 2 88 

Royalton 1 14 341 6 15 0 86 

Rutland 5 22 6166 9 3 3 92 

Shaftsbury 2 9 811 4 11 2 73 

Williston       1 1 766 2 11 1 108 

DMV        

DLC 0 4 49 0 0 1 26 

TOTALS 25 306 15561 49 128 37 1545 

         

TOTALS ALL 99 1111 33736 123 211 96 2894 

        

 

 

 

 

AARP Driver Safety Classroom Course Submitted by Dave Peters, AARP 

 

 In the first year home from war, traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for military 

personnel. The erratic driving behavior of some veterans was once written off as road rage or 

―thrill seeking,‖ but researchers are now linking dangerous driving behaviors to traumatic brain 

injury or post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

AAARP Driver Safety is saying they appreciate your dedication and service to our county. That’s 

why they are saying thanks by offering a FREE classroom course or 50% off the online course to 

all military veterans and their dependent from November 1 - 30, 2012.* 

Since 1979, AARP Driver Safety has offered the nation’s first and largest course for divers 50+ 

and has helped millions of drivers stay in command of the road. You will learn proven safety 

strategies to help maintain your confidence behind the wheel, so you can make new memories 

on the road. Plus you could get a great discount on your car insurance.** 

Data according to the Veterans Administration, war veterans have a greater risk of dying in a 

car crash than the general population. 
 

 Afghanistan: 75% more likely  Iraq: 75% more likely 

  

 Vietnam: 200% more likely  Gulf War: 30-50% more likely 

To sign up for the driver safety online course, visit 

http://aarpvolunteers.com/dsp/ADS_Veterans%20Flyer_Coupon-Custom_Hartford.pdf and enter 

the promo code ―VETERANS‖ or call 866-238-0294. 

*This offer is available to all military personnel who serve or have served in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air 

Force, Marines, National Guard/Reserves or Coast Guard. Dependents (including spouses/domestic 

partners, widows/widowers and children) are also eligible to take advantage of the promotion.  

**Upon completion you may be eligible to receive an auto insurance discount. (Consult your agent for 

details). 

 Recall for messages on alcohol impaired driving, installing child car seats, seat belt laws or 

speed enforcement; 

 Frequency of driving after drinking, safety belt use, speeding or using cellular devices; 

 Driving under the influence of alcohol, illegal drugs or prescribed medications; and 

 Demographics. 

This survey reported a high driver awareness and recognition of both speed enforcement and 

public education about the hazards of speeding. A Vermont State Police mobilization, Summer 

HEAT, coincided with the survey timeframe. These results reinforce the combination of public 

messaging and high visibility enforcement as effective highway safety risk reduction strategies. 

For the 2012 Survey report go to: 

http://ghsp.vermont.gov/sites/ghsp/files/Reports_and_Data/VT%202012%20Attitude%20Survey

%20Report.pdf 

 

SURVEY << 1 

 

New Search Feature:  

We have changed the Search page to make finding what you need a little easier.  

This is hopefully a simpler way to find your crashes.  Simply enter the ―Incident Number‖ if 

known, and click on ―Search‖.  Some other ways to search are by ―Year‖ or ―City/Town‖ or 

―Crash Type‖.  You can also only search on your own report by clicking the box next to ―Search 

my reports only‖. 

 

Ad-Hoc Mapping Feature:  

The most exciting of our new changes are to our Ad-Hoc Reporting Tool. 

In this new feature, you will be able to create a query and then map the crashes you have 

queried.  Simply click ―Execute Report‖ and you will be taken to a Google Map of the crash 

data that you have requested in the report.   

There are different display themes that can show Injury Level, Alcohol Drugs and others. 

Since this is part of the Ad-Hoc Reporting Tool it is important that you know how to use the 

Ad-Hoc feature.  If you are not familiar with this tool I will be available for individual trainings 

or group trainings here or at your office.  You can reach me at 802-828-0717 or 

mandy.white@state.vt.us 

If you have questions please call our Helpline at 1-888-374-3011 and our email is AOT-

CrashRequests@state.vt.us.  

Stay Safe! ■ 

 

 

 

 

Crash Data Reporting Tip of the Month 
Submitted by Mandy White, Agency of Transportation 
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